
OFFICIAL MINUTES 

WEST BRANCH AREA SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 

REGULAR MEETING 
MORRISDALE, PA  

 

   DATE: March 1, 2011 

The regular meeting of the West Branch Area School District Board of Directors was held February 28, 
2011 at 7:52 p.m. 

 
MBRS  

PRESENT 
 

Joe Kovalcin, Gerald Coble, Don Yontosh, Robert Seprish, Melvin Smeal, Tim 

Kephart, Larry Allen, Gary Miller 

MBRS  

ABSENT 
 

Jennifer Kerlin 

OTHERS  
PRESENT 

 

Kasi Jackson, Board Secretary; J.R. Holenchik, High School Principal;  Jason 
McMillen, Business Manager; Wendy Fernburg, Supervisor of Special Education; 

Sean Wechtenhiser; Elementary Principal , Michael Panek, Superintendent; David 

Consiglio, Solicitor; Holly Petriskey, Lester Smeal, Shari Buck, Dave Nelson; 
Maintenance Supervisor, Stephanie MacTavish, PJ Monella, Stacey Taylor, Pam 

Vaux, Nicole Petriskey, Holly Walker, Judy Larson, Jada Larson, Alan Larson, 
Jennifer Starner, Kirsten Maguire, Cindy Etchison, Dakotah Maguire, Gary Gable, 

Elizabeth Wood, Phil Wood, Erik Elensky, David Williamson, Athletic Director 
EXECUTIVE 

SESSION 

 

An executive session was held before the meeting for personnel. 

MINS 

APPRVD 
 

Don Yontosh motioned, Gerald Coble seconded, to approve the meeting minutes 

from January 24, 2011.  Motion carried. 
 

STUDENT 

REPORTS 
 

PJ Monella—Senior Class Representative: 

Graduation announcements were ordered and will be delivered early May. The 
senior trip is being put together and more information will be given at a later 

date. 
 

Student Government will host a talent show in the spring and the District 6 

conference will be held on March 4. 2011 
 

VISITORS Stacey Taylor discussed the elementary discipline. The amount of punishment 
the kids are getting is more severe than should be, she commented to the board. 

She also stated that parents aren’t finding out about discipline issues until two or 
three weeks after the issue occurred. She also informed the board that Mr. 

Wechtenhiser is not scheduling meetings and making phone calls as promised. 

 
Erik Elensky represented Walter Hopkins and Company and discussed the State 

Audit Report with the board. The District did an excellent job last year financially 
Mr. Elensky told the board. 

 

ADM  
REPORTS 

 

Mr. Holenchik: 
PSSA parent night was held, there were not many in attendance but both 

principals discussed the strategies with the parents and students. 
 

 
 



Mrs. Fernburg: 
Matt Adams, one of our gifted students, has been accepted into a credited 
summer program at Johns Hopkins University's Krieger School of Arts and 
Sciences. 
 
After 2 days of kindergarten transition meetings the final numbers for students 
entering kindergarten with IEPs is 9, this is down from the original number of 15. 

 
Mr. Bisko: 

Discussed selling the single use printers and using the money for network 
printers. 

 
Melvin Smeal motioned, Tim Kephart seconded, to sell the single use printers on 

eBay. Motion carried. 

 
Mr. McMillen: 

Talked about approving the intern for the business office. 
 

Mr. Panek: 

Invited everyone to the Revenue Enhancement meeting and was pleased with 
the results of the annual audit report. Discussed the importance of parent 

participation in PSSA’s. Mr. Panek will have more information on the Keystone 
exams when he receives the information. 

 
CIU 

 

PDE 2055 will not be implemented due to funding. The CIU approved more work 

experience training for the life skill students. The preliminary budget was 

reviewed. 
 

WB REVENUE 
COMMITTEE 

 

Discussed possible ways to get grants, collection of real estate taxes, facility 
rental and creating a WB Education foundation. Mr. Consiglio said that the 

foundation must be formed and have bi-laws then brought to the board for 

approval. 
 

CCCTC 
 

There are 40 year old freezers that need new motors. A HVAC program will be 
starting in the fall. 

 

PERSONNEL 
 

Don Yontosh motioned, Gary Miller seconded, to approve the following motions: 
Approve the following substitutes to the district. All paperwork has been received: 

1. Ashley Tkacik / Megan Amos —Teacher  
 

Approve the following volunteer list, all paperwork has been received. 
2. Maleigha Burfield / Marva King / Margaret Williams—Classroom  

 

Approve the following conferences: 
Nicole McClure and Michelle Guerra to attend CPR & First Aide Class on March 7 

& 9, 2011 at the CIU #10. Registration fee is $40, Mileage is $8.16. Total cost is 
$48.16 paid for by ACCESS funds. 

 

Lisa Shaffer to attend What’s New in Young Adult Literature on April 6, 2011 at 
State College. Registration fee is $215; Meal cost is $10; sub cost is $85. Total 

cost is $310 paid for by TITLE II funds. 
 

 



Angela Beyer to attend Digital Age & Teaching Learning on March 18, 2011 at 

IUP campus. Registration fee is $30; mileage is $57.12; sub cost is $85. Total 
cost is $172.72 paid for by TITLE II funds. 

 
Lori Bollinger to attend California Foreign Language Project on April 29, 2011 in 

Blairsville. Registration cost is $60; mileage is $47.43; sub cost $85. Total cost is 

$192.43 paid for by TITLE II funds. 
 

Dan Stilson to attend the PMEA Music Conference on April 13-16, 2011. 
Registration is $165; Motel is $280.23; DVD/Concert $75; Sub cost $170. Total 

cost is $933.03 paid for by TITLE II funds. 
 

Andrea Walkowiak to attend Adolescent Lit on May 9, 2011 in Pittsburgh. 

Mileage is $126.48; sub cost is $85. Total cost is $231.48 paid for by TITLE II 
funds. 

 
Andrea Walkowiak to attend AR/STAR Today on March 1, 2011 in State College. 

Mileage is $30.60; sub cost is $85. Total cost is $115.60 paid for by TITLE II 

funds. 
 

Laurie Josephson and Lynne Rockey to attend Strengthening Your Students 
Writing Using the 6 Traits on March 24, 2011 in State College. Registration fee is 

$199; Meal cost is $10; Sub cost is $85. Total cost is $295 paid for by TITLE II 
funds. 

 

Joanna Wensel to attend the PAFPA Conference on April 3-6, 2011 at Seven 
Springs. Registration fee is $360; Motel/Meal cost is $960; Mileage is $122. Total 

cost is $1442.40 paid for by TITLE II Funds. 
 

Approve the retirement of Judy Larson effective at the end of the 2010-2011 

school year. Mrs. Larson will continue the health insurance for her and her 
family. 

Motion carried. 
 

Gerald Coble motioned, Robert Smeal seconded, to defer the motion to approve 

David Williamson to be a member of the ACT 93 group. Motion deferred. 
 

Don Yontosh motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve the following 
motions: 

Approve the licensing procedures for Dr. Erica Culler, School Psychologist, with 
her license supervisor at the cost of $6,000. The approval of this motion requires 

Dr. Culler an extended employment obligation period of five years. 
 

Approve the HS Course Selection book as presented. 
 

Approve the 2 hour delay schedule as presented. 
 

Approve Nan Reams to complete coursework for her Masters thru St. Frances 

University. 
 

Motions carried. 

 
 



Melvin Smeal motioned, Gerald Coble seconded, to defer the motion to approve 

the job description of director of attendance and student services. Motion 
deferred. 

 
EDUCATION Tim Kephart motioned, Robert Seprish seconded, to approve the following 

motions: 

Approve the 5th grade music – chorus fest to go to Central Fulton SD in 

McConnellsburg PA on March 11, 2011. Approximately 4 students will be going 
on the trip. Departure time will be 8 a.m. and arrival time will be after the 

concert. Cost to the district is $92 for registration and sub cost is $85. 
Chaperone is Laura Backes. 

 
Approve giving the engineering club the old laptops they were using for 

programming. 

Motions carried. 
 

TRANSPORTATION 
AND ATHLETICS 

Melvin Smeal motioned, Gerald Coble seconded, to approve the following 
motions: 

Approve the resignation of Beth Hudish as assistant volleyball coach 

 
Approve the resignation of Adam Carr as assistant Junior High Girls Basketball 

Coach 

 

Approve Ryan Mostyn as the assistant baseball coach 

 

Approve Jerry White as assistant Varsity Football Coach 

 
Approve Kevin Hubler as assistant Varsity Football Coach 

 
Approve the following volunteers for the spring athletic season, all paperwork has 

been received. 

3. Charles Saggese / Norman Emigh / Chad Koleno—Baseball 
4. John White / Ashley White / Kevin Hubler / Charles Howe / Dave Learish—

Softball 
5. Dave Harmic / Phil Wood / Sean Wechtenhiser / Scott Slippey / Nick 

Zimmerman—Track   and Field 
 

Motions carried. 

 
Robert Seprish motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve Jim’s Sports Center 

for the purchase of baseball uniforms in the amount of $2,525 as per the five 
year uniform rotation. Motion carried. 

 

Robert Seprish motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve Athletica, Inc. for 
the purchase of softball uniforms in the amount of $5,064.19 as per the five year 

uniform rotation. Motion carried. 
 

Don Yontosh motioned, Tim Kephart seconded, to approve the following bids for 

purchase of spring sports general supplies, as presented. Motion carried. 
 

POLICY 
 

Tim Kephart motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve the second reading 
of policy number 202—Eligibility of Nonresident Students. 

Motion carried. 



 

FINANCE AND 
PURCHASE 

 

Tim Kephart motioned, Don Yontosh seconded, to approve the Treasurer’s 
Report. Motion carried. 

 
Don Yontosh motioned, Robert Seprish seconded, to approve the following 

Disbursements from January / February. 

$_4,859.24_  Athletic Account  (checks  10336  through 10402  ) 
$ _89,114.60 Cafeteria Account   (checks 3380  _ through  3401_  ) 

$____ ___  Construction Account (checks          _ through            ) 
$   667,342.79 General Account   (checks  39327  through  39453 ) 

$ _761,316.63_    GRAND TOTAL 
 

Motion carried.  

 
Don Yontosh motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve the activity account 

for January.  Motion carried. 
 

CORRESPONDENCE  

 
NEW BUSINESS Don Yontosh motioned, Robert Seprish seconded, to approve Janet Morris-

Pupovic as an unpaid intern starting March 14, 2011 or later depending on the 
receipt of clearances. The District will assume the costs for payment of 

clearances and all other paperwork required as with volunteers. The internship 
will end June 2011 on a specific date to be determined by the intern. Motion 

carried. 

 
Don Yontosh motioned, Robert Seprish seconded to approve the resignation of 

Matt Johnson, effective April 30, 2011. Motion carried. 
 

Melvin Smeal motioned, Tim Kephart seconded, to approve the softball booster 

club to be dissolved and a WB softball club to be formed. Motion carried. 
 

Don Yontosh motioned, Gary Miller seconded, to approve the installation of a 
scrolling marquee for Jada Larson’s senior project. Motion carried. 

 

Don Yontosh motioned, Robert Seprish seconded, to approve the writing study 
to be conducted by Penn State thru Phil Wood’s classroom. Motion carried. 

 
Tim Kephart motioned, Larry Allen seconded, to approve the continuation of the 

McClure study and to have the architect come in to look thru the building. Motion 
carried. 

 

Don Yontosh motioned, Gary Miller seconded, to approve the kindergarten 
teachers to go to Ohio to watch SFA in action and how it is implemented. Motion 

carried. 
 

Tim Kephart motioned, Don Yontosh seconded, to approve the auditor’s report. 

Motion carried. Mr. Kephart also thanked everyone for their financial 
responsibility in this matter. 

 
 

 
 



Gerald Coble motioned, Melvin Smeal seconded, to approve the semi-pro football 

team to keep using the field for practicing. Voice Roll Call: Mr. Allen—no; Mr. 
Coble—yes; Mr. Kephart—yes; Mr. Yontosh—yes; Mr. Seprish—yes; Mr. Smeal—

yes; Mr. Miller—yes; Mr. Kovalcin—no. Yes—6; No—2 Motion carried. 
OLD BUSINESS  

 

ADJOURN Melvin Smeal motioned, Don Yontosh seconded to adjourn the meeting at 9:05 
p.m.  

 
EXECUTIVE 

SESSION 

The board held an executive session for litigation after the meeting and did not 

reconvene. 
 

Kasi Jackson 

 
 

 
 

Board Secretary 

 

 


